
Paint Nightology 
PaintNightology: Painting is not just about slapping paint on a canvas and hoping 

for the best, there is a little bit of science and technique to it, and this printed 

offering will show you how you can make the most of your evening. 

Please don’t take this away as it is expensive, 

and probably out of date as well. You can 

download the latest version from the web event 

page 

Canvases: What you paint on. Canvases normally start off 

white, though sometimes can be black. Once in a while your 

canvas might be a different colour. 

Brushes: Used to out paint on canvas AND also take it off. To take paint off with a 

brush, wipe brush clean and then drag across canvas. Different brushes give different 

effects. Bristle brushes hold more paint than hair brushes. 

Colour: It is a little more complex than that though. Paints have 

colour biases (mixing a little white into a colour). Ultramarine 

Blue is Violet biased whilst Cerulean Blue is Green biased. To get 

a bright Secondary, mix Primaries that are biased towards the 

required Secondary – to make a bright Green, use Cerulean Blue 

and Lemon Yellow (Green biased) rather than Cadmium Yellow 

(Orange biased) which will “dull down” the Green.  Use of Colour: To darken a colour add the 

Complementary colour, to lighten add White. 

Paint: I am moving to Daler-Rowney System 3 acrylic paints. 

They are high quality, high pigment paints that spread easily 

and dry quickly. Water can be used to thin paints to make them 

spread easier, but can dilute the colour.  

Colour: There are 3 pure colours and these are the Primary colours 

red, yellow and blue, and they are usually arranged in a “Colour 

Wheel”.  Mixing 2 Primary colours gives you the Secondary 

colours – yellow and blue = green, yellow and red = orange and blue 

and red = violet (purple). Mix a Primary colour and a Secondary 

colour and you get Tertiary colours. Colours opposite each other 

are Complementary, those next to each other are Analogous. Those 

on this left side are COOL colours, those to the right are WARM. 

Contact: Russell Collins 

Russell@paintnightparty.co.uk 

Round Brush: 

Various sizes used 

for finer details. 

Fan Brush: Used for 

effects such as grass, 

hair, fur. 

Flat Brush: Can be 

straight for brush 

strokes, or angled for 

fine lines. 

Furry Brush: 

Used for large 

areas of paint 

Filbert Brush: Used for 

effects including fish scales, 

fir trees and flowers. 

Script Liner: Used for 

fine details and fine lines. 

Complementary Colours: Colours opposite 

each other on the colour wheel. Putting them 

next to each other makes the painting pop. 

Analogous Colours: Colours next to 

each other on the colour. Putting them 

next to each other gives a calming effect. 

Contrasting Colours: Colours 

with different levels of brightness. 



Scumbling: Applying a thin layer of paint with a dry brush 

and loose swirly motions over existing paint to allow under 

paint to show through. Best with a bristle brush 

Wet-on-Wet: Applying paint on top of wet 

paint, sometimes blended, sometimes not. 

Cutting In: Using the brush to 

stop the paint against a clear line. 

Blending: Merging different wet paints on canvas to allow a 

smooth transition from one colour to another. Do with analogous 

colours, not complimentary. Could use White paint at the join. 

Impasto: Applying a thick stroke of paint that dries 

thick. 

Lining In: Using the brush to draw a fine solid line. 

Highlighting: Using increasingly light layers of paint 

to lighten specific areas. Layers get smaller as the paint 

gets lighter. Pure White for final spot 

Blocking In: Applying wide areas of paint to give a 

rough background to go over with fine detail. 

Dabbing: Applying blobs of paint without spreading 

out. 

Stippling: Using open bristles to apply small 

dots of paint. Tap brush against a surface to 

open up bristles, dip into paint. Gently tap on 

surface to get rid of excess blobs, then tap  

gently on canvas 

Contact: Russell Collins 

Russell@paintnightparty.co.uk 

A Few Terms: You can do lots of weird and 

wonderful things with paints and brushes, and here 

are a few of them. 

Loading The Brush: Putting paint on your brush can be done in a number of ways. You can 

put big blobs of paint on by scooping the brush into the paint. You can gently pull the brush 

horizontally through thinned out paint, wiggling it as you go to give the brush a nice thin 

edge. You can also dip the brush tip into the paint to just cover the end. 
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Butterfly Strokes: Keep the brush as horizontal as 

you can and pull it gently through the paint, keep 

doing that turning the brush each time. Wiggle it as 

you pull through – great to give a brush a sharp end. 

Water: Always wet the brush and wipe it as paint 

runs better from a damp brush. Acrylic paint can 

be diluted with water to make it thinner 
Dipping: Smooth the brush to its 

natural shape, then just dip the end 

into the paint. 

Dry Brushing: A little paint on the 

brush applied in the normal manner 


