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Pet Portrait Photographs 

 

You will need to send me a photograph of the pet or animal that you want to paint. The 

photograph needs to be of good quality, properly lit and properly sized. I will probably alter your photograph 

slightly to make it fit the tracing. I will turn your photo into an A3 sized black and white tracing and an A5 colour 

photo and these will be used during the evening. 

 

Email me the photo as soon as you can please as they take time to produce and I can’t do them all at the last 

minute. 

 

The best way to paint your pet will probably be either a head and shoulders portrait, or in some cases, a full 

body portrait. The subject to be painted should fill the photograph and not be a small part of it. If it is a head 

and shoulders portrait you are painting then please provide the image as a head and shoulders photograph 

that is taken at eye level. If you want to do a full body portrait then make sure that the photograph is properly 

proportioned. The photograph needs to be of a high resolution and at least 1MB in size, you can set these 

parameters on your camera phone. Make sure, that when you email the image to me at 

Russell@paintnightparty.co.uk make sure that you DON’T reduce the size of 

the image for emailing purposes. 

 

A good photograph should have good, balanced lighting that shows details 

in the light and dark areas, and the directly lit and shadow areas. The image 

to the right is a good image as it is in focus, fills the image frame properly 

and shows the details in both the shadow and directly lit areas. You can also 

see the colours in the eyes and those important highlights in the eyes – the 

eyes have it. 

 

Use natural light and DON’T use flash unless you know how to use flash as 

a “fill-in”, 

 

 

This image on the right is poorly proportioned, out of 

focus and badly lit. 

 

The image on the left is nicely in focus, the lighting is 

even and the angle is nice for a portrait. 

 

 

 

 

 

Final Points: 

 

High resolution photographs of at least 1MB in size 

The image needs to be sharp and in focus and clearly show colours and details. 

Try to avoid lighting that casts strong light or dark shadows. Do not photograph against a very bright or very 

dark background unless you know how to compensate for these types of background when taking the 

photograph. 

Talking about backgrounds; we can alter it to suit the portrait. If you want the background to be “as is” then try 

to remove a lot of the clutter that might be there. 

 

Email your photo to russell@paintnightparty.co.uk If you are part of a group then please tell me who you want 

to be seated near. 
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